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I. Basis of the report 
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Description, Pages 

1-4 

Claims, Numbers 
1 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/2,25 



as originally filed 



received on 1 8.1 1 .2005 with letter of 1 8.1 1 .2005 



as originally filed 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23 1 (b)) 
U the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

D LSr a 5'* n fUmiShed f ° rthe pu * oses of international preliminary examination (under 

3 - -m«^^ appHcation, the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form 

° WnS™l"S^M Orma,l0n ~ co, * d in «"»"*• 'orm fe identical to trie written eequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 
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Re Item V 



Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: GB 216 136 (British Thomson-Houston) 

2. The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The document D1 discloses (cf. fig. 2 - the references in parentheses applying to this 
document): 

An adjustable valve comprising a valve member (51 , 47, 45, 46, 44) for controlling the 
fluid flow through the valve and a coil spring (52) acting on said valve member and 
being supported on an adjustable retainer (53, 55) threaded into said spring (52) 
wherein the spring is threaded on the retainer (53, 55) by means of a portion (lower 
portion of (53)) of a reduced diameter so as to adjust a calibrating pre-tension of the 
spring acting on said valve member (51 , 47, 45, 46, 44) and wherein the spring (52) 
is also threaded on the valve member (51 , 47, 45, 46, 44). 

The retainer is considered to be consisted of two members (53, 55) co-operatina 
each other. a 

Even if we consider that the retainer consists only of piece (53), the subject matter of 
claim 1 is still not new since this retainer is adjustable (by means of sleeve (55)) 
exactly in the same way as disclosed in the wording of claim 1 . 

The feature "the spring is threaded on the retainer which serves as a coupling 
member for adjusting the axial position of the spring in relation to said retainer" is 
implicitly disclosed in document D1 . 

The retainer (53) of document D1 also serves as a coupling member. By screwing the 
spring (52) on the complete threaded portion of the retainer (53) or on part of the 
threaded part of the retainer (53) results in a different pre-tensioning of the spring in 
a way similar to the one disclosed in D1 . The number of threads of the retainer used 
for screwing the spring play the role of the adjusting device on the coupling member 
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New Claim 1 

( -far copy ) 

1. An adjustable valve comprising a piston member for 
regulating the fluid flow through the valve, wherein said valve 
comprises a coil spring supported on an adjustable retainer 
threaded into said spring, 
characterized in that 

the spring is threaded on the retainer by means of a portion of 
a reduced diameter which serves as a coupling member for 
adjusting the axial position of the spring in relation to said 
retainer (7), so that the calibrating pre-tension of the spring 
is adjustable without thereby influencing the acting length of 
the spring. 



